




UNDERSTANDING THE CRISIS

ACALAHA ON-SITE SEMINAR

UNDERSTANDING THE CRISIS
Intimate … High Interaction !!!!   

SGD 1.500 Per Event
SGD 750

For Short Time Only

Date :  As Per Client               
Time:  2pm to 5pm                             
Venue: On-site         
(Client’s Facilities)

Lehman Collapse

Wall Street in Turmoil

Global Impact

US Gov’t $700B Bail-out

Global Markets Crash

Subprime
p

• What are its origins ???                                                                              

An on-site / high interaction seminar for top decision makers about the financial / 
economic meltdown in the United States

• How are politics and ideology                          
i l d ???

• What are the implications for 
Asia ???
A th t t i t iinvolved ???                                                                   

• Can it be contained ???
• Are there strategies to survive 

and, possibly, profit from it ???

Dr David Caploe is President & CEO of the Singapore-incorporated American Center 
for Applied Liberal Arts and Humanities in Asia – ACALAHA 

His academic credentials include:      Honors AB in Social Theory – Harvard                  

Join him for an entertaining / enlightening / empowering presentation, followed by an extensive 
question and answer session, where all your concerns about the situation can be aired and 
addressed.

Since September 1, David’s analyses of the on-going problems in the US have been published in:
The New York Times /   Yomiuri Shimbun – Tokyo /   The Straits Times – Singapore 

y
MA in Political Science / PhD in International Political Economy – Princeton

The result is an experience that will immediately transform your understanding of this ever-
accelerating crisis – and may help you find ways not just to survive, but possibly benefit from it. 

Call: 68 99-95 86    OR   Email: training@acalaha.com 





DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS IN 
MEDIA STUDIES  / CRITICAL THINKING

MA Program PhD Program

BA Degree Completion Diploma / Associate Degree

[A DIVISION OF ACALAHA]

g p

Curriculum Enrichment:  
Sec / JC /  International Schools

Minerva Teacher Training Institute

This project began as an effort to understand how media can be such a powerful force in society and 
simultaneously so poorly understood.

The Origins of Minerva
Humanities-Based  MA Program in Media Studies

In attempting to explore this at a profound level, it became clear that – despite the reams of both 
academic and popular material written about it – the most innovative and useful approach would be 
to apply the deep insights of the liberal arts / humanities tradition to the multi-dimensional problems 
that media presents.

Given the complexity of both relations between media and society – and the theoretical tools needed 
to address them – it is hardly surprising that a post-undergraduate MA program was the original 
academic level on which the strictly educational component of this project would begin.

That the post-graduate MA level is the one on which the MediAnalysis / Minerva program was 
conceived and originally organized is crucial for understanding how it can serve as the basis for 
educational institutions both “above” and “below” that academic plane.

As will be seen in the following pages, we have EACH program fully mapped out and organized, from 
both an educational substance and administrative services point of view.

Here, we will make clear how a program originally conceived for post-undergraduate MA students can 
serve as the base for all level of programs, from PhDs to curricular enrichment for secondary / JC / 
international schools.

Dr David Caploe is President & CEO of the Singapore-incorporated American Center 
for Applied Liberal Arts and Humanities in Asia – ACALAHA 

Our Founder:

Since Sept. 1 2008, David’s analyses of the on-going problems in the US have been published in:
The New York Times /   Yomiuri Shimbun – Tokyo /   The Straits Times – Singapore 

His academic credentials include:      Honors AB in Social Theory – Harvard                  
MA in Political Science / PhD in International Political Economy – Princeton



PhD Program
The move “up” to a PhD from an MA is by far the least difficult to understand. Indeed, for many PhD 
programs, the MA is granted upon successful conclusion of the general or qualifying exams, without a 

DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS IN 
MEDIA STUDIES  / CRITICAL THINKING

programs, the MA is granted upon successful conclusion of the general or qualifying exams, without a 
thesis, and the PhD itself is awarded after the completion of the dissertation.

Since the Minerva MA program requires both coursework AND a final project, it is a relatively simple 
matter for those who have received an MA degree, from either Minerva or elsewhere, to fulfill the 
requirements for a PhD through the successful writing of a high-quality doctoral dissertation.

BA Degree Program

Because of the advanced and intense nature of the intellectual substance of the Minerva program –
whether approached from the MediAnalysis or Critical Thinking angle the BA program will accept only whether approached from the MediAnalysis or Critical Thinking angle – the BA program will accept only 
students who have already received their Diploma or Associate’s Degree, depending on the educational 
system of the country in which they live.

They will follow the same sequential program as MA students. In this sense, Minerva will constitute their 
“major”, their distribution and general education requirements having been completed at the earlier level. 

During their two-year program, each core course will receive the equivalent of 10 US credit hours – given 
the combination of contact hours and difficulty of the material – with the remaining 20 hours coming 
from a combination of Special Study courses / internships / and an academically oriented Final Project

Diploma / Associate Degree Program

from a combination of Special Study courses / internships / and an academically-oriented Final Project.

At this level, each course will be also count for 10 US credit hours, with the remaining 20 hours coming 
from intensive and extensive internship programs. 

While MA students will write full-scale take-home exams of anywhere to 30 to 80 pages per core course –
and BA students will write shorter such exams – Diploma / AA students will be tested comprehensively 
using an innovative approach that can be graded by computer.

Curriculum Enrichment for Sec/JC/IS

In addition, they will write ten page papers on subjects of their own choosing, in addition to the 
comprehensive exams on the mandatory material. Because of the uniquely interdisciplinary nature of the 
Minerva material, they will not be expected to fulfill any of the standard distribution requirements often 
found at this level.

Here each school will have the choice of instituting a one- or two-year program. In either case, the first 
year will be devoted to Theory, the second – if chosen – will deal with Political Economy.

The pace will naturally be slower than in the Diploma / Degree programs, concentrating on making sure 
the students understand clearly the complex material. The same topic covered in one or two weeks at the 
Diploma / AA / BA levels will be covered in anywhere from three weeks to a month here. 

The testing will be similar to that of the Diploma level: comprehensive tests graded by computer, with 
monthly papers in the range of 10 pages on any subject of the student’s choosing.

Nevertheless, the basic pedagogic regimen will be the same: reading – with questions given ahead of time 
to help students focus / listening to the lectures and taking notes / teacher-guided clarification of the 
more difficult points in the lectures / class discussion.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS: The Minerva School is currently in exploratory talks with potential partner 
schools / institutions / universities in Singapore, the Philippines and elsewhere in the region to offer 
our Diploma / Degree / MA / PhD Programs at our partners’ physical facilities. 



Minerva Teacher Training Institute

As this last section indicates, teacher training is an integral part of the Minerva program, not only for 
the Secondary / JC / International school component, but also for the discussion groups with 
“certified” leaders mentioned under the Public Enlightenment / Lecture Series rubric.

For the former, schools can either send their own, already appointed, teachers to take Minerva School 
training that will enable them to lead the curriculum enrichment program with enthusiasm and 
competence, or they can appoint to their faculties candidates who have already undergone the Minerva 
training.

These latter, similarly, can be engaged by discussion groups who want to examine the issues raised in 
the Lecture Series in a more structured and organized fashion than either individually or in more 
informal situations.

To find out more, go to our website : www.minervaschool.com

To make inquiries:
Call: 68 99 95 86    OR   Email: admissions@acalaha.com 




